
Feline 
Hyperthyroidism 

Management of 

Hyperthyroidism  

Thankfully hyperthyroidism can be 

well managed, and even cured due 

to many different treatment options. 

Commonly recommended 

treatments are;  

 Radioactive iodine: radiation is 

used to treat the abnormal 

thyroid gland, preventing the 

need for ongoing medication. 

Patients have to be otherwise 

healthy to be able to receive 

radioactive iodine treatment  

 Medication: A variety of 

medications are available in 

various forms. Depending on 

the patient daily tableting or a 

gel to be used daily on the 

inside of the ear may be 

prescribed. Both lower the level 

of thyroxine released. 

 Diet: A prescription diet low in 

iodine can be helpful as iodine 

is critical in the production of 

thyroxine.  

 Friendly, professional care for all your pets.  
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What is Hyperthyroidism 

Hyperthyroidism is a common condition 

typically affecting older cats . It is caused 

when the thyroid gland, found in the 

neck, produces excessive amounts of the 

hormone thyroxine. The usual cause for 

increased hormone is a tumor on the 

thyroid gland which may be benign (non

-cancerous) or malignant (cancerous) 

Thyroxine controls the speed of your 

cats metabolism, and when high will 

often cause a range of clinical signs 

relatively obvious to the owner.  

Thyroxine also helps to control blood 

pressure, heart rate and gastrointestinal 

function.   

 

Initial Diagnosis 

Hyperthyroidism is diagnosed through a 

blood test that checks the level of 

thyroxine in your cats blood. Initially other 

blood tests may be done to check there is 

no other underlying disease. 

A higher than normal blood thyroxine 

level will indicate hyperthyroidism and a 

treatment plan established and started.  

Monitoring Hyperthyroidism  

Once diagnosed, your cat will need to have 

regular vet checks and blood testing to 

make sure the thyroxine levels return to 

the “normal” range and that the treatment 

plan is working.  

Often this will mean follow up blood 

testing 4-6 weeks from the start of 

treatment, and depending on results every 

3-6 months ongoing.  

Once the hyperthyroidism is well 

controlled monitoring in the form of a vet 

consultation and blood testing will be 

required at least every 6 months to ensure 

the treatment is working as it should.  

 

Know the Signs 

Hyperthyroidism can range in severity, with 

the most common symptom being an 

increased appetite related to the increased 

metabolism. Other signs may include; 

 Increased thirst  

 Weight loss, even with increased 

appetite 

 Hyperactivity 

 Diarrhoea and/or vomiting 

 Poor skin and coat condition  

 Increased heart rate 

 

 


